The Cruel STEP-MOTHER 
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O U moſt indulgent parents, lend an ear, 

1 And you a diſmal ftory ſoon (tall hear; 
A ito ry ſtrange, but certain true indeed, 

Enou ghto makea heart of ſtone to bleed, 

In Vork, that famous city of renown, 
There liv'd a gentleman, one *{quire Brown, 
Whoſe wealth and riches were excceding great, 
Put yet he had po heir to his eſtate. | 

He had a virtuous, kind, and loving wife, 
With whom he liv'd a comfortable life ; 

The want of children was their only grief, 
Eut God was pleas'd to ſend them ſome relief. 

She did conceive, an] with a jon, we hear, 
Great was the joy when {lic deliver'd were, 
Much feaſting, which for many days did laſt, 
Both rich and poor did of their bounty taſte, 

t pleaſed God the child did live and thrive, 
Until it came unto the age of five ; 

At hve years old his ſorrows fore begun, 
And ſo continued many years to run. 

Ihe greateſt pleaſures that we hear can boaſt 
So ſudden fade, and are but tort at moſt ; 
When deat» approaches. whocan unthe dart? 
He has command, and ſtrikes up to the heart. 

The 'iq re's lady was tool: wond'rous ill. 
The doftors us'd in vain their beſt of ſki!l. 

All cannot do, the fatal ſtroke d:ath gave, 
And no man that': born her life can fave. 

Her husband tnen e ſeat for out of hand: 
Her weeping friends did now around her ſtand; 
Her husband came, fhe ſaid to him, My dear, 
Tune time is mort] have to tarry here: 

ve careful of the darling chi!d your ſon, 
See that in viztue' paths he ſtrive to run; 
That lin heaven may ice him again, 
Ad there in endleſs bliſs wita him remain. 
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For the child's fake, wed not again, my dear, 
For if you do, I cannot reſt, I fear. 
Let no ſtep- mother my dear child abuſe, 
Whom I fo tenderly did love and uſe, 
My ointure, which is fifty pounds a year, 
| leave to him, whom ] love moſt dear. 
Be you a tender father to my ſon, 
Think on my words, when I am dead and gone. 


He faid, Deareſt, theſe words I'll keep in mind; 


I to the child will prove a father kind : 
To wrong my child, I wrong myſelf, you know; 
I love the child .oo well to ſerve it ſo. 
Then for her chi'd {he ſtraitways did call, 
Whilſt tears from her cheeks down did fall ; 
And kiſſing him with lips as cold as clay, 
The child did to his fainting mother fay, 
Mamma, what makes you kiſs me and cry? 
I hope you will be better ſpeedily ; 
J hope 1 all, ſycet dear, to him be ſaid, 
Ihen turn d herſelf, and raitway dy'd. 
She carce two months in the grave 1 <laid, 
Ere he forgot the promiſes he made; 
Which made the pro erb true, as we do find, 
i hat out of ſight is quickly out of mind. 
Unto a rich and wealthy widow old, 
He went courting oft, as we are told; 
No rett or quiet would he let her have, 
Lill her conſent e unto .im had gave. 
he ſaid, before he to him di engage, 
She had a daughter fair, ten years of age; 
And therefore for her dear daughter's ſake, 
She was reloly'd a widow's will to make. 
He gave conſent that it ſhould be made, 
And in much triumph now theſe couple wed, 
But during theſe things were thus even done, 
He quite forgot his daugater and his ſon, 
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His new wife was crofs, and very proud, 
And his own ſo never was allowed 
With them to dine, but at her chair to ſtand, 
Juſt like a footman, waiting her command. 

Her daughter ſhe mu!! at the table fit, 

And pick and cull the beſt of what is eat: 
Beſides a waiting maid too miſs muſt have, 
While the poor lad is made a drudge and ſlave. 

Altho' he was thus icorn'd, yet we find 
How fortune unto him did prove ſo kind, 

His mother's brother died, as we hear, 
And left this boy two hundred pounds a year, 

His father then the intereſt was to have, 

For to maintain the child ſo fine and brave; 
But if he died ere to age he c me, 
His father then was to enjoy the ſame. 

His ſtep- mother found things were ordered ſo, 
She was reſ{olv'd to work his overthrow, 

Cries fhe, When he is-put away and gone, 
What's left to him will ſoon become my own. 

She with the Devil then did ſtraitway think, 
And to her huſbind gave a ſleeping drink; 
And as he within the garden lay 
Unto the boy the theſe words did ſay, 

Go watch your father as he ſleeping lies, 
And iſ thou ſee'ſt him wake, or going to riſe, 
Come and ſhew me, make the beſt haſte you can. 
And ſo ſhe did this harmleis youth trapan. 

The boy with watching long did go to ſleep, 


Then ſoftly ſhe did to his father creep; 


Off from his finger ſhe a ring d d take, 
On purpoſe of this boy a thief to make. 
For as the innocent boy a flee; ing lay, 
She in his pocket did the ring convey ; 
Then with great joy into the houſe did come: 
And ſaid, I hope his buſineſs I have done. 

The lad awaking, fl rait cid rub his eyes, 
But feeing of his father going to riſe, 

To inform his mother he ſtraitw.y did run, 

Mean while his father in a-doors did come. 
And miſling of his ring to her did jay, 

My dear, what makes you take my ring away 

Cries ſhe, I too it not upon my life; 

You may blie e me, a 1 am your wife. 

But if you'd know what 15 of it become, 
I'd have you to examine well your ſon: 

As in the garden ou did {leeping do'e, 
I ſaw him then a-fumbling at vour cloaths. 

He went to ſearch his ſon, the ring he found, 
Then hand and foot ſtraiway hin he bound, 
And lach“ him till the blood did ron, 

Whiſt ſhe, hard hearted wretch ! flood gazing on, 

Cries ſhe, now ſend this wicked rogue to (ea, 
Leſt that he doth di'grace the family. 

I'll get a maſter ſoon or him, ſhe cry'd, 
For he no longer ſha!l with me abide, 

He gave conſent, and ſhc a maſter got; 

And he was ſent away, hard was his lot, 
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Where we willl-ave him to croſs the main, 
And turn to this wich ed wretch aga n, 
Put God, who {ees our actions ere b low, 
He did not let this wretch unpuniſh'd go 
For this boys mother tot em dd appear. 
One night when they in ved together were. 
This apparition told them of the ring, 
And how ſhe ſerv'“ the bo in every t ing; 
Then did the hake the bed whereon they lay, 
And then it v»niſted from them away. 
The *:quire be was very wu h furpriz'd, 
And hnding that his wife nad told h m lies, 
Jo make him ſend his poor boy : way, 
Ile went inzo a firong deſpa'r they ſay. 
To add un o his gel we underſtand, 
A letter ſrom his ſon came to his hand: 
At Jmaica he was, the leiter told, 
And to a capt in there was baſely ſold. 
And as they ſailing were upon the main, 
They by a Spaniſh pri. ateer were a' en: 
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This iz, kind fir, ſaid he, my deſperate caſe. 
The father ſeeing th's, ſwooned away, 
Crying to his wife both night and day, 
Thou curſed wretch what hal thou now done, 
To make a father thus abuſe hs ion ? 
From home in grief he rambled that day, 
And to a lawyer went without delay, 
Made ftrait his w Il, and left his ſon his ſtore, 
Then went and hang'd kimſelf beſore his door, 
The lawyer finding what he had done, 
Did ſtra tway ſen? a letter to his ſon, 
For to a viſe him to come home with ſpeed ; 
And money ſent to ranſom him indee], 
Which letter by goo for:une hereceiv'd, 
His ranſo n pai, and quickly was reliev'd ; 
He got a ſhip, and home with ſpeed he came. 
None but the as yer did know eo the ſame. 
He ſoon cane home, unto the great ſurprize 
Of his baſe mother, who with flatt'ring lies 
Woul! fain excite herſelf; tut all in vain: 
To law he vent» iti: her, and did obtain 
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Becau he aſely was by ber bely'd. 
Which v. x*:! her ſo, it almoſt broke her he rt. 
To think He with her ill-go gain nut part, 
Her arling caughter be n2 leſt alone, 
Deſpis'd vy al , and pitizd by rote. 
She fol off all ile hal, nd went away, 
Ant has rot been heard of to this day. 
To ftep-mo: hers let this a warning be, 
Nev.r io uie poor chiicr.n cru-lly, 
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An? b- a father to tte fath-rle's. 

Let parents all bez of the Lord to ſee 
Ther children brd up to maturity. 
Till for them elves the;'re able to provide; 
Lord {ad you may be their fa thſul guide. 


The ſhip conden n'd, and they were made ſlaves; 


Te ciuſe of her; five hun red pounds beſidey 


